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The following anmwf was.rettirned. object. It wilt be mere adviseable, Hotri 

LincQln's-lttn, London, Ap-il'i, 1810. ever, tct defer presenting such a petttiotv 

fifiv.— T l sh-lll h»v« very fcreat satisfaction ' tilt liie next session of parliament, or a» 

wlpsesenttp? to the bouse of common* least, till the bills which i have brought 

fwth a petition «s you mention on behalf into the house of commons, to saitigatey 

pf.thu owners of bleach liteeof, for an Act iij some particulars, the severity, of oar 

to substitute in the place or death, 4, leas laws, shall have been passed, or otherwise 

severe, but more effectual punishment tor disposed of. 

depredation* on th«ir property ; and t 1 am, sir, your most obedient and faith* 

shall be happy to promote to the utmost ful servant, SAMUEL iiOMiLLV.' 
of my ability so humane and desirable an 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

T^s iJispufes with America, are not terurin.ited, and it is difficult to conjecture what 
may be their termination. The Americans appear to wait with rather a hostile es- 
pect for despatches from their ambassadors at London and Paris, to see vMircb power 
will bid highest for tlie.tr commercial intercourse. The wejl known sagacity of Bona- 
parte, has probably induced bim to offer considerable concessions, and the English 
papers assert that the Marquis of Wellesley, and tbe American ambassador, have 
agreed, on a pacific arrangement. The John Adam*, by which vessel, the dispatches 
from Europe were forwarded, may probably have arrived in Arqerica about this time, 
and in tbe course of the ensuing month, we may, it is probable, learn the determina- 
tion of their government. In the mean time, speculation is bafjed, stud our mer- 
chants are at a loss how to act, as not know ing.what the wheel of fortune may pre- 
sent j for since the destructive energies of war have been directed agaiont trad*, and 
a commercial warfare naj commenced, trade is out of joiljt, and instead of its eqiuv- 
ble anfl peaceful course, presents little but fluctuation, and almost ail tb,e uqoertain- 
tiesvtirjrambling. 

Bankruptcies continue to spread; they are in a great degree, the effect of this 
commercial gambling, which induces many tp grasp at the precarious profits pf ha- 
zardous undertakings, anrl endanger the real comforts attending a moderate unambi- 
tious competency. These shocks frequently occur in.the commercial world, and act 
periodically as correctives to the over-driven commerce, of these couutries, and at tbe 
recurrence of every 'few years, check the too wujeiy extended, and all-grasping spirit 
of accumulation.. The state of public affairs also' has a share in producitig tbe-e disap. 
pointments, and the blunders of statesmen, have a conjoint operation with the errors 
of merchants'. The limes present gloomy prospects on every side, whether we Jook at 
the private failures in" trade, or at the ruinous system of public finance, ministers being 
scarcely able, or rather scarcely daring to' add. mu«h to the present mosl oppressive 
load of taxation, yet still continuing a most improvident expenditure 'in unsuccess- 
ful expeditious, and in all the wasting expanse attending a most extensive system of 
corruption, and mismanagement, 

Tbe lintn and cotton trades are'in a state of great depression, with this difference, 
thatin the former;, the goods have been laid in on very high terms, and ii> the latter, 
they are very low,' so much so as to rival the fabrics of linen, by their low prices.'aud' 
induce many to substitute them forthe tree of lineu. As a substitute they may !obk 
pretty well for a 'iuie, but in the end as wanting in durability, they will not be founds 
paure economical. 

Large quantities of fo'reigri flax are daily arriving. 

Tbe attempts to raise flax-seed last year, hare in many instances proved unsuccess- 
ful; and the seed saved of very iuferior quality, and in some instances the flax has 
been injured by the attempts to save the seed The very wet weather in 180* and 
i8(J9 at the season of pulling the flax, is alleged as the cause. The weatber may nut 
always ptove so unfavourable, but wueii the recurrence of such circumstances "may 
be often expected, a doubt may be reasonably entertained, whether the probability of 
success, will counterbalance the risque of loss.' Yet we wiiuld not discourage further 
experiment^. " 

The supply of flax-seed is rather scanjty, and we fear will be found inadequate to the 
deuiand.unless considerable arrivals come in duringtbe short period.vvliuh yet remains 
nf the sowing season. It appears on iuqoiry, that most of the flax-seed which ar- 
rived in London Tram the Baltic, of wliicli the large quantity coining iuto th-rt port 
yas noticed in a former report, is unfit for the purposes of sowing, and is imported for 
.crushing, being generally either of an inferior quality, or being old, has been badjy 
Jw.pt. The. sample of the introduction of it last year into this country, and the dis- 
tiessmg effects arising from the loss of crops, give no encouragement to repeat the 
ill-judged experiment of the linen board. 

At the conclusion of this report will be found two tables extracted from the nam- 
phfetof Sir Philip Francis, reviewed in our last number. The fira shows the iaf~e 
importation of gram from France and its dependencies. The magnitude of the iitt« 
fortation. into c*e port discovers tb,e vatt extent, of the English »sahA for a raiu and 
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might dissipate *he fears of those who were alarmed for the want ef a market for 
•tit- grain, ami in oilier to secure it, were anxious to promote the ruinous manufacture 
of whiskey. If illicit distillation had been stopped, anil surely such a measure was 
practicable by the powers of government, England presented an ample market for 
onr su|>*rflnous produce. But the fact is, that wti landed men encouraged illicit dis- 
tillation. Regardless of the morals of the country, they resolved to keep up their rents 
by distillation, either legal or illicit; and both modes are extremely prejudicial to the 
murals of the country. ■■ ' ' 

In the next table will be seen the present state of our enormous national debt, and 
thto vast quantity of p.iper in circulation, with some judicious remarks of the author 
on the subject. It is alarming to contemplate the subject, btrttbwifh various' cir. 
cumstanees arising from the increase of -trade, and pel haps especial!? from the cheap- 
ening of our manufactures through the jiitroduction:of machinery, liave delayed the cri- 
sis so lo 15 ago predicted, yet surely the system of borrowing, and the extension of 
paper mulst at some period hare a termination. 

A few new guineas have lately been issued in the payment of ibe fleet ; not many 
of them are likely to reach us, nor is the quantity probably so abundant, as 10 be of 
much service any where. A complaint had been made that the eKpeilUiun to tyal- 
chercii had been delayed from an inability to procure specie, aud government now ap- 
pear desirous of making a show of exhibiting a few guineas. 

Exchange of bills 011 London, for batik-notes, rated on the 'Chang;? Of Belfast at S| 
to S| per cent and latterly rose to 9 percent, and for guineas at about tij to 1 per cent. 
The discount on bank-notes is :ibout 2 per cent, and between Dublin bijltat .61 days 
sight, and bank note', 1 per cent. 

From Sir Philip Francis' Reflections on the abundance of paper In circulation, and 
the scarcity of specie. 

" Return of the rntp&tnlion of wheat and oats into London alone, from the 1st of August, 
1809, toSltt January, 1810, f'om foieign lounlrus. 

3rsi' Wheat. , in. Oats, 

It August, . . . 3,010 , . . . 13,100 

September, . . 5*700 . . , . ' 6,100 

October, . . . 19.000 .... 12,900 

Nocetnber, . . 43,900 .... «,000 

December, . . 46,000 .... 5,400 



102,610 59,500 

1810, In January, . 143,000 .... 36,700 

347,610 96,21)0 



Value of 247.610 quarters wheat at 100 per, . . . &\ ,2isB,0.VO 
Value of ^6,200 quarters oats, at 30 per, . . . 144.300 

£\, 332,350 



Which sum o/^1,382,5.i0 has been paid to the enemy of our country, chiefly in specie, he. 
tides yielding a revenue to Buonaparte 'as follows. 

Day payable on exportation, 2+7,600 quarters Wheal at 12 . . . - '. ,tTl48,566 
Duty payable on exportation, 96,200 quartets oats, at 12 . . . . 57,200 



,* '05,766 



1. National funded debt of Great Britain, . . . . ,«T784,552,I42 

S. Unfunded ditto, . . . . . . . . 49,634,948 

3. Notes rssueit by the Bank of EtgJand, 21,406,930 

■*. Nules of praate bankers, ■.•-.' . . . . . 84,000,000 

5. India bonds m circulation ->,369,992 

IRKI.AVU. 

6 Funded debt in January, 1810 81.S10.856 

7. Unfunded ditto', exclusive of the capital of sundry annuities, for tie} , 

iizes and terms, zchith I cannot ascertain, , . ' ' „ '. J Oot,3t » 

8. Notes issued by the Irish bank on lire lit of February 1809, . . 3,072,516 

9. Notes issued by prolate bankers, computed «n the principle of Hica/do't ? . „ . „ . 

calculation. ' *» V$ ' ' 

Total i*r,041,732,193 

Tn this account the only disputable nrt'ule is the amount of notes, issued ty priuatc banters, 
taken on a general computation, -thick it (s impossible to ascertain. 
> i'his stupendous edifice tsf credit; is « «•»<» aw object of terrttr '*»4f e-stdttli'kmtnt. At it 
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tien 6r indifference, out not to nJien the danger approximates, or thtsens* of it it rent. 
A dtep and uniform impression on a constant mind, or even on a tim>d imagination, can* 
not be wholly against reason. 'i'his pile of paper is too near us tit be seen through a 
false medium, or to be conltmplaled xuUitoui feur* I am not gifted xvith faculties to com~ 
pare it to any thing hut a u»ntierfiil house of cards, of zckick the materials are light e- 
rtough to he bhxn away, or to fall to pieces at any moment, hut heavy enough to crush 
this kingdom in their fall." 

NATURALIST'S REPORT, 

hrom Munh 20, till ^prit 20. 

Distinguish';! much by reason, and still more, 

By our capacity of grace, divine, 

From creature* — ' 

Superior as we aie, they ytl depend 

Not more on human help, than we on.tbejr's, 

Their strength, or speed, or vigilance, were giv'n 

In aid of our defects. In »mue are found 

Such teachable, and apprehensive parts, 

That man's attainments in his own concerns, 

Match'd with to' expertuess of the brutes in theirs, 

Are ofttmies vantjuish'd and thrown far behind. 

Cowper. 
To the observer of nature alone, is the connertion between man and his less gifted 
associates conspicuous, from their propensities, he is deriving continual benefit, yet 
how wantonly and foolishly do; s he aim at their destruction, and some there are, so 
deaf to the most enchanting of all music, that they wage eternal war, in order to 
preserve a mouthful of fruit or a few grains of corn, and year after year, untaught by 
the destruction, from caterpillars, snails, and other insects, which their gardens and 
fields pteseut, continue to persecute with unrelenting cruelty Ihrir best friends, des- 
troying their nests, and often separating the happy partners, united by the most disin- 
terested affection. It might he thought unnecessary to plead in behalf of an inno- 
cent race, who if they do not enter out habitations, seeming confident of our hos- 
pitality, build their admirable structures closely adjoining, structures, which to in- 
quiring minds exhibit admirable p routs of that Almighty power, which governs the 
universe, and guides even the wren, in the construction of its curious fabric. From 
man's ofnciousness to interfere with the ceconomy of nature, the chain is often broken, 
but a link, is never lost without detriment, and suffering multitudes have often lament- 
ed, when too late, the loss of a single species o^bird. How many insects would 
lite to destroy the springing plants, and torment us even in our houses, if the com- 
mon swallow did not come for a single season, and how much would snails and cater- 
pillars, increase their numbers, were the thrush, the blackbird, and the common spar- 
row extirpaled. As this therefore is the seoson when birds claim that protection which 
their sen ices deserve, it is hoped that this attempt to claim for innocence and beauty 
a peaceful retreat will be succesful iu lousing some benevolent minds to active exer- 
tions in their favour. ■ 

March 21 Double Daffodil (Narcissus) 

22, Sweet scented Violet (Viola odovata) in full flower. 

27, 'I'his day the Common Lark ( Alauda arvensis) which had been silent during the 

preceding bad weather and cold days was a^aiu singing. 

28, Blue Wood Anemone (Aneuiona Appenina) flowering. 
30, Redwing (Turdus lliacus) not migrated yet. 

April I, Bulbous Fumatory (Fumaria bulbosa) flowering. 
2, Grape Hyacintbus (Hyacintbus Botryoidcs) flowering. 
8, Barren Strawberry (Fragaria sterilis) flowering. 

12, Starch scented Hyacinth (Hyacinlhus raccmosns) and Great Yellow Jonquil 
(Narcissus Calathinus) flowering. Fieldfares (Turdus pilaris) not yet. migrated. 

13, Alpine Cress (Arabis Alpina) flowering. 

14, Wood Sorrel (Oxalis Acetosella)floMenni; Willow Wren (SylviaTrochilus)con;e 
and Singing. This bird was not observed until the 22d last season. 

18, Scentless Violet (Viola Canina) flowering. 

20, Snowy Medlar (Alesphilus Canadensis) flowering. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT, 
from March 20, till April 20. 
Remarkable as the present period has been for moisture, it has not been oi th« 
•Bole such disagreeable weather as characterized I he same lime last season, at tn.u 
time there was often hail showers, and the mountain tops were several times white, tbis 
•eason although wet, has not been cold, and vegetation h»s been little if any tln'.-.g 
•Warded, aud we may hare our May-po.e as green as usuaj 



